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The Eighty-fourth Annual Meeting of 
the American Peace Society. 

The eighty-fourth annual meeting of the American 
Peace Society was held at the Hotel Raleigh, Washing- 
ton, J). C, May 10, 1912, at 2 o'clock p. m., with Senator 
Burton, the president, in the chair. 

After the reading of the minutes of the special meet- 
ing held on December 8, the annual reports of the treas- 
urer and the board of directors were presented. 

The treasurer's report showed that the receipts for 
the year had been $31,878.66 and the expenditures 
$25,156.07. The large excess of receipts over expendi- 
tures was due to the fact that the subvention received 
in April from the Carnegie Peace Endowment was in 
part to cover the months of May and June of the com- 
ing year, and that the $6,000 received from the Car- 
negie Endowment to cover Mr. Carnegie's pledge for 
1911 was received in June and July, instead of in Jan- 
uary, as in previous years. The report shows that the 
reserve fund now amounts to $11,000 par value, and to 
about $12,435 market value. 

The annual report of the board of directors was then 
presented by Secretary Trueblood. It was voted to re- 
ceive the report and publish it in the Advocate oe 
Peace. (The report will be found elsewhere in this 
issue.) 

Mr. Charles E. Beals, Field Secretary, presented the 
following resolutions in regard to the twenty years of 
service of Dr. Trueblood as secretary of the society : 

Whereas, on May 5, 1912, Dr. Benjamin F. True- 
blood completed twenty years of service as general sec- 
retary of the American Peace Society ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the said American Peace Society, as- 
sembled in Washington, D. C, this 10th day of May, 
1912, in its eighty-fourth annual meeting, hereby ten- 
ders to Dr. Trueblood its loving gratitude for the faith- 
ful, efficient, and distinguished service rendered by him 
to the society and to the cause which the society seeks to 
promote. 

The American Peace Society has been singularly 
favored in the illustrious line of men who have served 
in its general secretaryship. The first secretary, Wil- 
liam Ladd, who was also the first president and treasurer 
of the society, consecrated his talents, his money, his 
strength, his very life, to the peace cause. When liter- 
ally worn out in campaigning for a warless civilization, 
so that he could no longer stand upon his feet, the ven- 
erable man would prop himself up on his knees and 
preach the evangel of justice and peace. Dying, he left 
money to the society, to be immediately expended in 
carrying on its work. To William Ladd is the world 
indebted for the plan of a congress of nations, with 
legislative and judicial functions. And it is William 
Ladd's idea which, in our day, is being wrought out so 
marvelously in the Hague institutions. 

Dr. George C. Beckwith, as secretary, devoted a third 
of a century to the society, keeping it alive during 
the precarious years of the lamentable Civil War. His 



literary and oratorical and editorial work was of a very 
high order. His little Manual of Peace is real litera- 
ture. Although published over half a century ago, it 
still throbs with life and power. Under Dr. Beckwith's 
will the American Peace Society was made beneficiary 
of his estate, and even up to the present moment the 
income from this trust fund established by Dr. Beck- 
with has been the chief permanent source of income of 
the Society. 

For should the society ever forget Secretary James 
B. Miles, out of whose extended tour of Europe in 1872 
resulted the organization, the next year, of what is now 
the well-known and influential International Law Asso- 
ciation. 

Another secretary was Eev. Rowland B. Howard, the 
immediate predecessor of Dr. Trueblood. Mr. Howard 
laid down his life a martyr to the cause, dying in Rome 
from fever contracted while attending the universal 
peace congress in that city in 1891. 

No one can read the life story or study the recorded 
utterances of these men, and of others who have filled 
the general secretaryship with signal ability and equal 
fidelity, without feeling that few organizations have 
been so highly favored in the quality of men who have 
served them as has the American Peace Society. To 
choice intellectual gifts have been joined unselfishness, 
singleness of purpose, and a devotedness bordering on 
the siiblime. These men laid, the foundations in times 
when pacifism was little known and less respected. 
Laboring with pathetically inadequate resources and 
almost no co-operation, these stalwart pioneers, because 
the cause was God's own cause and they were God's own 
kind of men, succeeded in achieving results which to us 
seem really remarkable, almost impossible, considering 
the obstacles which confronted them. Into their labors, 
in this later period of greater ripeness, have entered the 
pacifists of our day. 

Not inferior in intellectual ability and moral goodness 
to the earlier leaders is the man who, under "the God 
of Peace," has been the recognized leader of the organ- 
ized peace movement in America during the past full 
score of years. During this particular double decade 
the movement, as embodied in the historic sixty-four 
years of its history — or, if we reckon from the date of 
the organization of its first constituent society, which 
was also the first peace . society in the history of the 
world — greater momentum than was gathered in the 
preceding seventy-seven years. Because of the modern 
economic, industrial, commercial, social, educational, 
and ethical development, men today are readier to at- 
tempt a congress of nations than they were when Ladd 
first suggested the plan, which plan doubtless seemed to 
his contemporaries like a dazzlingly daring project 
caught down from above the clouds. Happily, at the 
present internationalism, instead of coming down from 
the clouds, rapidly is being built up on earth, based on 
the solid foundation of the unescapable economic needs 
of the human family. 

It has been Dr. Trueblood's unique privilege to lead 
in such a remarkable era as this, in an era when history 
is making with an unprecedented rapidity. To him has 
it been given to bring the society most successfully 
through its transition period. With statesmanlike wis- 
dom has he done this, establishing the society on a new 
and broader and firmer basis than ever before. As the 
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foremost peace editor in the world, as an effective plat- 
form speaker, as the official representative of the Amer- 
ican Peace Society in the great peace congresses in the 
United States and abroad, he has measured up to the 
high traditions of his office, to the ever multiplying and 
exacting duties and to the almost bewildering oppor- 
tunities of the new century. He has added lustre to an 
already glorious record. As our spokesman he has rep- 
resented us with distinction and compelled public atten- 
tion to a great theme. Tactfully, patiently, self-deny- 
ingly, wisely has he toiled, interpreting the times, point- 
ing out next steps to take, restraining the erringly im- 
pulsive, heartening the dispirited. If, now and then, 
in the fierce swirl of some sudden crisis, other workers 
sometimes have differed as to policy or method, time 
and events almost invariably have vindicated Dr. True- 
blood's judgment. Discernment,- unswerving loyalty to 
lofty principles, unfaltering courage in the face of tem- 
porary reverses have characterized the man. And the 
members of the American Peace Society have learned 
to appreciate the sterling character which rings true in 
times when other men are tempted to compromise ; they 
have learned to trust the clear vision and the sturdy 
and steady good sense in which so many reformers are 
deficient; they have learned to admire his splendid big 
manhood, which causes him to tower as a moral prince 
among the choice souls of our generation; they have 
learned to love him; therefore, 

Resolved, That the American Peace Society, in addi- 
tion to tendering its gratitude to Dr. Trueblood in this 
week which marks the rounding out of twenty notable 
years as general secretary, would also take this oppor- 
tunity to felicitate itself upon the privilege of being 
served by such men as a Ladd, a Beckwith, a Miles, a 
Howard, a Trueblood. And, on this glad occasion, con- 
gratulating the living standard-bearer upon the years 
of fruitful service nobly rendered and indelibly re- 
corded, it tenders its heartiest greetings, with the prayer 
that the choice benedictions of heaven may attend our 
revered and beloved general secretary, so that, for many 
years to come, he may continue to pour his life into 
that ever-improving civilization which is headed in the 
direction of universal justice and perpetual peace. 

The resolution was unanimously and enthusiastically 
adopted, and ordered to be printed in the Advocate of 
Peace. 

The committee on the revision of the constitution, 
appointed on the 8th of December, then made its report. 
Dr. George W. Kirchwey, chairman of the committee, 
in presenting the revised constitution, made a brief 
statement of the conditions which had made it neces- 
sary to reorganize the society so as to make it possible 
to bring all the peace forces of the country into general 
federation. After being read, the revised constitution 
was taken up and discussed article by article. This 
was the most important business of the day, and much 
of the afternoon was devoted to it. The discussion was 
an unusually able and interesting one. Various amend- 
ments were suggested and carefully considered, some of 
which were approved and others rejected. The consti- 
tution as finally adopted is given hereafter. 



The names of the delegates to the annual meeting 
appointed by the branch societies were then called, and 
fifteen responded to their names, representing the socie- 
ties of Buffalo, Chicago, Connecticut, Maryland, Massa- 
chusetts, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, southern Cali- 
fornia, and the German-American Peace Society. 
Kepresentatives appointed by other branch societies 
failed to respond and some of the societies failed to 
name delegates. 

Mr. Charles E. Dean, chairman of the nominating 
committee, then proposed names of persons to serve 
as president, vice-presidents, general secretary, treas- 
urer, aiiditor, and twelve directors at large. No nomi- 
nation was made for the new position of executive direc- 
tor, as the executive committee had not reached a de- 
cision in the case. (The list is given on page 154.) 
The persons nominated were elected to the several posi- 
tions. The names of the representative directors chosen 
by the branch societies were then announced. (These 
also are given in the list on page 154.) 

A resolution presented by the Chicago Peace Society 
concerning the issuing of a peace stamp by the United 
States Government was presented and referred to the 
executive committee. 

The executive committee was authorized to appoint 
delegates to the Nineteenth International Peace Con- 
gress, to be held at Geneva, August 26 to 31 next. After 
authorizing the sending to the Associated Press of reso- 
lutions in regard to the action of the Senate on the 
arbitration treaties, etc., the meeting adjourned at 5.40. 

MEETINGS OF THE DIRECTORS. 

Two meetings of the board of directors were held on 
the day of the annual meeting. At 10 o'clock a. m. the 
directors met to consider the draft of the annual report 
prepared by the secretary. The report was approved and 
ordered to be forwarded to the annual meeting in the 
afternoon. The treasurer's report was also presented 
and ordered to be forwarded to the annual meeting. 
The board voted its approval of the principle adopted by 
the executive committee in the distribution among the 
branch societies of money received from the Carnegie 
Endowment, namely, that this distribution should be 
on the basis of present and prospective efficiency, and 
not on that of membership. 

It was voted to recommend to the new board of direc- 
tors that the railroad and sleeping-car expenses of the 
directors at large, when attending the meetings of the 
board, be paid by the treasurer of the American Peace 
Society, but that the traveling expenses of the repre- 
sentative directors be left to the branch societies. The 
proposed revised constitution to be presented to the an- 
nual meeting was read, and certain changes suggested 
to the committee on revision. 

The new board of directors, elected at the annual 
meeting in the afternoon, met at 8.30 in the evening, 
in the Hotel Raleigh. The board was organized by the 
election of Senator Burton as president and Benjamin 
P. Trueblood as secretary. A committee of three was 
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appointed to select the five members of the executive 
committee to be chosen from the board of directors. 
After a short recess the committee proposed Messrs. 
Bartholdt, McCall, Levering, Eoberts, and Ealston to . 
serve on the executive committee, the president, secre- 
tary, executive director, and treasurer to be ex-officio 
members of the committee. The report of the commit- 
tee was approved and the five members elected. 

The question of the appointment of the executive 
director was discussed and the executive committee were 
asked to submit by mail to the directors the name of 
the person whom they should select for this position, 
that no delay might occur in filling it. 

It was voted, in accordance with the new constitu- 
tion, that the following organizations be invited by the 
executive committee to appoint one representative each 
on the board of directors: The Lake Mohonk Arbitra- 
tion Conference, the Carnegie Endowment for Inter- 
national Peace, the World Peace Foundation, the 
American School Peace League, the American Society 
for International Conciliation, and the American Soci- 
ety for Judicial Settlement of International Disputes. 

It was voted that the secretary arrange, if possible, 
at the Lake Mohonk Conference for an informal meet- 
ing of the directors there present to consider the work 
of the board as a National Peace Council. 

It was voted that the transportation charges of the 
directors at large be paid. 

The question of the formation of local sections of the 
State societies and their relation to the State societies 
and to the national society, and the question of the 
admission of constituent societies, were referred to the 
executive committee, with instructions to report to the 
next meeting of the board of directors. 

A resolution presented by the committee appointed 
in the afternoon was approved and ordered to be given 
to the Associated Press. This resolution expressed re- 
gret at the mutilation of the arbitration treaties by the 
Senate, and also the hope that new treaties of similar 
character would be brought forward at an early date. 
It urged a system of arbitration for the settlement of 
all international differences of a justiciable nature with 
all the governments. 

The secretary was requested to invite suggestions 
from prominent men as to subjects to be placed on the 
program of the Third Hague Conference. 

On the request of the secretary, there was a general 
discussion as to the attitude which ought to be taken in 
the Advocate of Peace on the question of armaments. 
The editor of the Advocate of Peace was left to use 
his own judgment in the matter. 

The meeting adjourned at 10.55 p. m. 



Constitution of the American Peace 

Society, as Revised at the Annual 

Meeting on May 10, 1912. 

Article I. This society shall be known as the Amer- 
ican Peace Society. 

Article II. The purpose of the American Peace 
Society is to promqte permanent international peace, to 
educate and organize public opinion in opposition to 
war as a means of settling international differences, and 
to promote in every proper way the general use of con- 



ciliation, judicial methods, and other peaceful means 
of avoiding and adjusting such differences. 

Article III. This society shall include all persons, 
societies, and organizations in the United States inter- 
ested in promoting the cause of international peace that 
may associate themselves with it in accordance with the 
provisions of this constitution. 

Any person may become a member of this society by 
joining any one of its constituent societies, or by enroll- 
ing as a member at large of the American Peace Society 
and by paying into its treasury a minimum annual 
membership fee of one dollar. 

All members of constituent societies are members of 
the American Peace Society in full standing and have 
the right to participate in all meetings of the same. 

Article IV. Each of the constituent societies shall 
be autonomous in its own field, and may establish such 
relations of affiliation and co-operation with other groups 
and organizations of persons devoted to the same end 
as may seem feasible and desirable. Eaeh such society 
shall determine its. scale of membership fees, but for 
each member shall pay annually into the treasury of 
the American Peace Society the sum of fifty cents, in 
consideration of which the journal of the society shall 
be furnished. 

Article V. The affairs of the society shall be con- 
ducted by a board of directors, to be constituted as fol- 
lows, viz. : twelve, who shall be known as "Directors 
at Large," shall be elected at the annual meeting of the 
society. The remaining members of the board, to be 
known as "Eepresentative Directors," shall be chosen 
by the constituent societies in the following manner: 
every such society having 100 members shall be entitled 
to choose one member of the board of directors, and an 
additional member thereof for every additional 500 
members. 

Other peace organizations shall be entitled to repre- 
sentation on the board of directors as may be deter- 
mined by the said board from time to time. 

All directors shall be chosen for the year ensuing the 
annual meeting of the American Peace Society, and 
shall hold office until their successors have qualified. 

The directors shall in all cases have the power to de- 
termine the eligibility of a society or organization to 
representation under this article of the constitution. 

The directors shall also have the power to institute 
various classes of members and to fix the annual dues 
of each class and the rights and privileges of members 
of the several classes, except that no active member of 
the society, as defined in Article III of this constitution, 
shall be deprived of the right to participate by vote or 
otherwise in any meeting of the society. 

The directors shall fill all vacancies occurring in any 
office or among the directors at large. 

In addition to its other functions, the board of direc- 
tors shall maintain a central clearing-house and bureau 
of information for the constituent societies, and for all 
persons and organizations in this and other countries 
engaged in promoting the cause of international peace 
and good-will. 

Special meetings of the board of directors may be 
called by the president and secretary, or the president 
and executive director, or by any three members of the 
board, on ten days' notice. 



